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Liebe Kolleginnen, liebe Kollegen,

Fußball bietet sich als ein Thema (auch) für den Unterricht im Fach Englisch an. Das 
Thema motiviert Schülerinnen und Schüler; die beliebte und spannende Sportart ge-
winnt weltweit immer mehr Fans und Spieler beider Geschlechter. Frauenfußball wird 
heute nicht mehr belächelt, sondern wird auch in Deutschland immer beliebter. Im 
Englischunterricht ist der populäre Sport auch relevant dadurch, dass England das 
Mutterland des modernen Fußballsports ist. Viele Briten sind fußballinteressiert, wenn 
nicht sogar fußballbegeistert. Zudem ist Fußball mit Abstand die beliebteste Sportart in 
Deutschland und Großbritannien – wie auch in vielen weiteren Ländern. 

Vor diesem Hintergrund entstand der vorliegende Band, der für den Englischunter-
richt in der Sekundarstufe I bestimmt ist. Dieser Band ging vor allem hervor aus mei-
ner langjährigen Arbeit als Lehrer mit lern-, und leistungsschwächeren Schülerinnen 
und Schülern. Er befasst sich hauptsächlich mit dem Fußball in Großbritannien und 
Deutschland. Das Thema wird in unterschiedlichen Aufgabenformaten behandelt. Da-
bei sind die Texte im Band (relativ) kurz gehalten, der Satzbau ist in der Regel einfach 
und leicht verständlich, um auch lern- und leistungsschwächere Schüler zu erreichen, 
sowie ihnen Lernerfolge zu ermöglichen.

Der präsentierte Band vermittelt Kenntnisse zum Fußballsport und hat das Ziel, all-
gemein die englischen Sprachkenntnisse der Heranwachsenden zu erweitern sowie 
deren Ausdrucksvermögen in der Fremdsprache zu verbessern. Den vorliegenden Ar-
beitsmaterialien lassen sich nach Belieben weitere Übungen hinzufügen. Leistungs-
stärkere Schüler(innen) können zur Erstellung weiterer Materialien beitragen und/oder 
Internetrecherche betreiben.

Der Kohl-Verlag und ich sind konstruktiver Kritik und Anregungen zum Werk gegen-
über aufgeschlossen. Ansonsten wünschen wir Ihnen mit dem vorliegenden Band und 
dem begeisternden Thema viel Erfolg und gelungene Unterrichtsstunden.

Vorwort

Friedhelm Heitmann
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My hobby

Hey guys!                      

My name is David. I am 13 years old. I love football above 
everything! You can say: Football is the love of my life, ha, 
ha, joking! 

I play in my school’s football team. I am a forward (outside 
right) in the team. We often win the matches. My favourite 
football player is the French international player Kylian 
Mbappé. 

He has scored many goals and is my superhero! At home I 
have decorated my room with football posters and fan articles. I like to read everything 
about football in newspapers, magazines, books and on the internet. Sometimes I visit 
football matches together with my parents and my sister. The rest of my family is interested 
in football, too. We often watch football matches and championships on television.

11

Describe your hobby/hobbies. The following beginnings of a sentence can help you.
EA

My hobby is …    •    I like … very much because …    •     
My family also likes/doesn’t like …    •    We often/always/never …
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My hobby Football (introduction)

1st part of the sentence 2nd part of the sentence

1 This sport is or lose it.

2 Soccer is the abbreviation lasts 90 minutes.

3 Football is a of Association Football.

4 You can win the match the loser gets no point.

5 When the teams have the same score, consists of two halftimes.

6 The winner of a match gets 3 points, 1 also called soccer.

7 If the teams draw, controls the match.

8 The football match match between two teams.

9 A referee this is called a draw.

10 The match usually every team gets one point.

22
Exercise 1:	 Build sentences by matching the sentence parts. Number them accordingly.

Exercise 2:	 Write down the sentences.

EA

EA
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Football (introduction) Football from a... to z... 33
Exercise 1:	 Find the German translation of these football words. 

Exercise 2:	 Find some more football words. Use a dictionary or surf the internet.

EA

EA

a attacker =

b back pass =

c corner =

d defender =

e extra time =

f foul =

g goalkeeper =

h header =

i indirect free kick =

j joker =

k (to) kick and rush =

l linesman =

m midfielder =

n national team =

o offside =

p penalty =

q qualification (round) =

r referee =

s save =

t throw in =

u unsporting behaviour =

v volley =

w wall =

x X-legs =
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In the stadium44
Write the words from the box under the matching English words. 

EA

Abwehrspieler  •  Zuschauer  •  Anhänger  •  Stürmer  •  Schiedsrichter  •   
Linienrichter/in  •  Manager  •  Trainer  •  Auswechselspieler  •  Torhüter  •  Mittelfeldspieler

go
al

ke
ep

er
 =

 _
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_

sp
ec

ta
to

rs
 

 =

coach, manager, substitutes 
 =

 linesman/lineswoman (referee assistant)
 =

de
fe

nd
er

s
 =

 _
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_

m
id

fie
ld

er
s

 =
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

re
fe

re
e

 =
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

fo
rw

ar
ds

 (s
tr

ik
er

s)
 =

 _
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
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Football in Germany We are the champions!1919

“The last minute in the World Cup final begins: I receive a short 
pass from a teammate. With my right foot I take the ball. Then  
I run with the ball towards the opponent’s goal. I dribble around 
two opponents. In the penalty area I trick another opponent. From 
about ten meters I shoot the ball into the right top corner of the 
goal. G-O-A-L ! The goalkeeper has no chance to prevent the 
goal. When the opposing team kicks off, the referee blows the 
final whistle. The match is over! We are World Cup champions! 

We have a great World Cup Party … when suddenly my mother calls out: ‘You have to wake 
up and get up. It’s time for school. It starts at 8 o’clock.’  This is the abrupt end of my dream.”

Put the story into the Past tense.
EA
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The World Cup holders2020

Look at the above overview of the World Cup holders. What can you say about the teams?
EA

Men Women
Year Team Year Team

1930 Uruguay – –
1934 Italy – –
1938 Italy – –
1950 Uruguay – –
1954 Germany – –
1958 Brazil – –
1962 Brazil – –
1966 England – –
1970 Brazil – –
1974 Germany – –
1978 Argentina – –
1982 Italy – –
1986 Argentina – –
1990 Germany 1991 USA
1994 Brazil 1995 Norway
1998 France 1999 USA
2002 Brazil 2003 Germany
2006 Italy 2007 Germany
2010 Spain 2011 Japan
2014 Germany 2015 USA
2018 France 2019 USA
2022 Argentina 2023

___ has won … times   •   The most successful team …   •    
____ has the most FIFA World Cup wins   •  
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The World Cup holders 10 Interesting facts about football2121

Put the words from the box into the gaps.
EA

Asia  •  banned  •  largest  •  men  •  organized  •  times  •   
won  •  women  •  years  •  members  •  said 

  1.   The football World Cup is held every four _______________.

  2.   The football World Cups for _______________ have been held since 1930  
        (excepting 1942 und 1946).

  3.   Brazil men’s football team has won the World Cup five _______________ so far.

  4.   Germany and Italy have _______________ the competition four times.

  5.   The football World Cups are _______________ by the FIFA.

  6.   In 2002 the competition took place in _______________ for the first time. 

  7.   The FA first had _______________ women’s football in the 1920s and _______________  
        that it was “quite unsuitable for women”. In the late 1960s the FIFA changed their opinion.

  8.   The first FIFA football World Cup for _______________ was held in 1991 in China.

  9.   Rungrado 1st of May stadium in North Korea is the _______________ football stadium  
        in the world. 

10.   More than 200 football associations are _______________ of the FIFA.
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The Men’s World Cup final in 2014 2222

Exercise 1:	� Read the text. Are the following statements true or false? Circle correctly. 
You’ll get the name of one of the 1954s German World Cup winners.

Exercise 2:	 Correct the false sentences from exercise 1.

EA

EA

In 2014, the Football World Cup 
was held in Brazil. The teams 
of Germany and Argentina 
qualified for the World Cup 
final. This match took place in 
Rio de Janeiro at the famous 
Maracana Stadium.
It happened on 13th July 2014. 
Neither Germany nor Argentina 

succeeded in scoring a goal within 90 minutes. Therefore, the match 
went into extra time (30 minutes). During the extra time it seemed that 
the match remained goalless and a penalty shoot-out would follow. 
But in the 113th minute of play, the German player Schürrle ran past 
two defenders on the left and then he crossed into the penalty area. 

The German player Mario Götze immedia-
tely controlled the ball on his chest and  
volleyed it with his left foot into the Argentinian 
goal. This fantastic hit was the only goal in 
this encounter. The German team won the 
football match against Argentina 1-0 and 
became World Champion for the fourth time.

True False

1. In 2014, the Football European Cup was held in Brazil. L T

2. Germany met Australia in the final of the competition. E U

3. The match went into extra time. R U

4. Germany won the World Cup. E I

5. Germany won the World Cup for the third time. T K

FIFA WORLD CUP  
2014, Brazil

Lösung: 1 2 3 4 5
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The Champions League Women’s and girl’s football2626

All over the world more and more women and girls like football. Many of them are joining 
football clubs. For example, there is a 30% increase in registered football teams with women. 
The first English female ( = women) football club was founded in 1894. But in 1902 the  
English Football Association banned women from football. With World War I, when men were 
sent to war, women’s role in society changed. Women’s football increased again. However, 
in 1921, the English Football Association said that women were not allowed to play football 
on pitches of the FA. Football for women was not generally forbidden but all grounds were 
related to the FA, so women were banned once again. 
Since 1971, women in England have been allowed to play football on FA pitches again.
In Germany the first football club for women was founded in 1930. However, shortly after, 
this women’s activity was not allowed anymore. The German football association (DFB) 
officially banned women’s and girl’s football in 1955. The DFB declared that “this sport is 
fundamentally foreign to the nature of women”. But German women didn’t give up and played 
about 150 unofficial matches until 1970, when the DFB allowed women’s football again. The 
German female football championships have been held since 1974. Germany’s primary 
football competition - the Bundesliga - for women was introduced in 1990. Germany’s female 
national team has been quite successful so far: They have won the European and World 
Championships several times. 
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