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Inhalt: In dieser Kurzreportage stellt Chloe Nouvelle eine Familie aus Pennsylvania vor, die 
wegen Mangels an bezahlbarem Wohnraum in ihrem Auto auf dem Parkplatz eines 
Supermarkts lebt. Ihre drei Kinder können so weiterhin eine gute öffentliche Schule besuchen, 
die in der Nähe gelegen ist. Anhand dieses konkreten Beispiels beleuchten die Reportage und 
das dazugehörige Übungsmaterial das Dahinschwinden des amerikanischen Traums für weite 
Teile der US-Gesellschaft. Gleichzeitig wird die Opferbereitschaft von Eltern gezeigt, die ihren 
Kindern dennoch eine bessere Zukunft ermöglichen wollen. 
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3. Dreams and dreaming – Find out more about their range of meaning 
 
What do the bold and underlined expressions in a)–h) mean? Match them with their 
explanations listed 1–10 below. There are two explanations you won’t need. 
 

Note: The verb to dream has regular and irregular simple past and past participle forms – dream, 
dreamed, dreamed [dri:md] vs. dream, dreamt, dreamt [dremt]. They both mean the same and are 
interchangeable, “dreamt” being used more commonly in British English than in American English. 
 

1. ideal 5. to make a plan come true 9. fantasies 

2. to fantasize about 6. imaginary experience 10. imaginative idea 

3. to create a plan in one’s mind 7. unrealistic  

4. impossible 8. opportunities  

 

 a) Yesterday I had a dream that I was cat and had just caught a mouse. 

 b) As a schoolgirl, I dreamed of becoming an astronaut. 

 c) Being an astronaut was my dream job. 

 d) I indulged in dreams of being the first woman on the moon. 

 e) But my father told me to stop living in a dream world. 

 f) My father had dreamt up a different career for me: law. 

 g) Never in my wildest dreams did I imagine that I would actually become a lawyer. 

 h) I should have followed my dreams and flown to the moon. 
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Post-listening 
 
16. How far would you go to make sure your children could get a good education? 
 
a) Make a list of five things you would do, stop doing, or stop thinking about doing. 
 
b) Discuss with a partner how effective your ideas will be to attain your aim. 
 
 
17. Describe, analyze, and comment on the cartoon given in the link. 

• www.cartoonistgroup.com/cartoon/Lisa+Benson%27s+Editorial+Cartoons/2016-08-20/147821 

• Cartoon: “The American Dream (California Style)” by Lisa Benson, published August 20, 2016. 
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