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Jeff Kinneys „Diary of a Wimpy Kid“ – Mit einem  

Comicroman die Leselust fördern (Klasse 7/8)

Monika Schäfers, Bergheim 

Gregs Erfinder – Erfolgsautor Jeff Kinney

Haben Sie heute schon mit Ihren Schülern 

gelacht? Nein? Dann lernen Sie mit Ihrer  

Klasse Greg Heffley kennen. Greg besucht eine 

amerikanische middle school, wo er immer 

auf der Hut vor dem Cheese Touch sein muss, 

den Mädchen gefallen will und seinem  

Kumpel Rowley vergeblich klarzumachen  

versucht, dass man sich nicht zum Spielen, 

sondern zum Abhängen trifft. Das Buch bietet  

durch Themen wie school life, teenage life 

und relationships zahlreiche Sprechanlässe.  

Die vielen witzigen Cartoons nehmen vor 

allem den Jungen Hemmungen vor dem Lesen 

und sorgen für eine kurzweilige Lektüre. Ein  

Heidenspaß – auch für Lesemuffel! 

Klassenstufe: 7/8

Dauer: ca. 9 Unterrichtsstunden

Bereich: Literatur, Jugendbuch, erste Ganz-

schrift, teenage life in the US
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Schematische Verlaufsübersicht

Jeff Kinneys „Diary of a Wimpy Kid“ – Mit einem Comicroman 
die Leselust fördern (Klasse 7/8)

1./2. Stunde: September – This is not a diary!

3./4. Stunde: October – I love Halloween!

5. Stunde: November – Is school wrestling a good idea?

6. Stunde: December & January – Cherry lip gloss for robots?

7./8. Stunde: February & March – The world’s biggest snowman!

9. Stunde: April/June/May – My favourite episodes!

1./2. Stunde

Thema

September – This is not a diary!

Material Verlauf

M 1 Homework: Preparatory assignment # 1 – September / Überprüfen 
des Textverständnisses des 1. Kapitels

M 2 Pick a pic! / Verbalisieren von Textinhalten anhand von Bildern

M 1 Check_your_mate_September.doc / Kontrollieren und Bewerten der 
Hausaufgaben der Mitschüler (im halben Klassensatz)

M 3 Who is who? / Aktivieren von Vorwissen zu den Romanfiguren

M 4 Let’s face them / Erstellen von character posters zu den Romanfiguren 
(pro Gruppe ein DIN-A3-Papier)

M 5 Say how you like it / Bewerten der character posters der anderen Grup-
pen in einem Museumsgang

M 6 Greg’s favourite holiday / Aktivieren von Wortschatz zu Halloween

M 7 Homework: Preparatory assignment # 2 – October

3./4. Stunde

Thema

October – I love Halloween!

Material Verlauf

M 8 Get rid of the Cheese Touch! – A class contest / Finden von Bildern 
aus dem Buch zu beschreibenden Sätzen in Form eines kleinen Wettkampfs

M 7 Check_your_mate_October.doc / Kontrollieren und Bewerten der Haus-
aufgaben der Mitschüler (im Klassensatz)

M 9 It’s party time! – Invitation cards / Gestalten von Einladungskarten für 
eine Halloween-Party

M 10 Girls’ sports and boys’ sports / Sprechen über typische Männer- und 
Frauensportarten

M 11 Homework: Preparatory assignment # 3 – November

Verlauf
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Materialübersicht

1./2. Stunde: September – This is not a diary!

M 1 (Ha) Preparatory assignment # 1 – September

M 2 (Bd) Pick a pic!

  Check_your_mate_September.doc 

M 3 (Ab) Who is who?

M 4 (Im) Let’s face them

M 5 (Ab) Say how you like it

M 6 (Ab) Greg’s favourite holiday

M 7 (Ha) Preparatory assignment # 2 – October 

3./4. Stunde: October – I love Halloween!

M 8 (Ab) Get rid of the Cheese Touch! – A class contest

  Check_your_mate_October.doc 

M 9 (Ab) It’s party time! – Invitation cards

M 10 (Ab) Girls’ sports and boys’ sports

M 11 (Ha) Preparatory assignment # 3 – November

5. Stunde: November – Is school wrestling a good idea?

M 12 (Ab) Let’s draw a ticket!

  Check_your_mate_November.doc 

M 13 (Tx, Ab) Wrestling girls?

M 14 (Tx, Ab) Female wrestling

M 15 (Wo) Giving feedback

M 16 (Ha) Preparatory assignment # 4 – December & January 

6. Stunde: December & January – Cherry lip gloss for robots?

  Check_your_mate_Dec_Jan.doc 

M 17 (Im) My personal robot 

M 18 (Ha) Preparatory assignments # 5 – February & March 

7./8. Stunde: February & March – The world’s biggest snowman!

M 19 (Ab) A winter crossword puzzle

  Check_your_mate_Feb_Mar.doc 

M 20 (Ab) The world’s biggest snowman – writing a blog post

M 21 (Ab) Friend or no friend?

M 22 (Ha) Preparatory assignment # 6 – April/May/June 

9. Stunde:  April/June/May – My favourite episodes!

  Check_your_mate_Apr-Jun.doc 

M 23 (Im) My top three episodes – writing a book review

In der Zip-Datei finden Sie:

ü	alle „Check your mate“-Materialien für die Partnerkontrolle der Hausauf- 

gaben

ü	Material zur Differenzierung (alternative Arbeitsblätter, Formulierungshilfen)
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M 1   Preparatory assignment # 1 – September

Let’s have a first look at Greg’s diary.

Here is what you must do for the next lesson:

Read the first chapter (pp. 5–52) of his diary. 

Then work on the tasks below.

Tasks 

1. Tick (R) the correct box. There is one sentence with two correct boxes.

a) Greg’s journal starts in … 

¨ January. ¨ September.

b) Greg does not want to call it a diary but a journal, because …

¨ some older boys might think he is girlish.

¨ journal sounds cooler than diary.

c) In middle school there are small kids and really big kids …

¨ so the bigger children look after the smaller ones.

¨ and that’s the reason why there is so much bullying1.

d) Greg thinks the first day of school is important, because …

¨ all pupils get their books and timetable.

¨ everyone gets their permanent seat.

e) The pupils at Greg’s school are afraid of …

¨ a mouldy2 piece of cheese. ¨ Mrs Craig.

f) On Tuesday Greg runs through the neighbour’s sprinkler …

¨ because he wants some refreshment.

¨ to make it look like he was all sweaty. 

g) The student government elections are coming up and Greg runs for …

¨ Treasurer. ¨ Vice President.

2. Greg is an American pupil. Find the words in the text.

a) When you start school you are in the first g __ __ __ __.

b) The American word for lesson is p __ __ i __ __.

c) The American word for secondary school is __ __ __ __ l __     __ __ __ o __ __.

d) A bad mark at American schools: __

e) In the USA you usually say this for (school) holidays: v __ __ __ __ __ __ __.

f) American English for head teacher: p __ __ __ c __ __ __ __.

Vocabulary

1 bullying: das Mobbing, der Psychoterror – 2 mouldy: schimmelig
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M 2   Pick a pic!

How are the pictures related to the text?

 

 

 

Language support

In the first/second … picture I can see …

The picture shows …

There is an episode about … I think that’s why there is a picture of …

Another episode in the book is about … That’s when …

Picture one … is linked to what I’ve read because …

The picture of … reminds me of the episode when …
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M 7   Preparatory assignment # 2 – October

It’s finally October and Halloween is Greg’s favourite holiday! Read all 

about what happened before and on Halloween on pp. 53–70. Then work 

on the tasks below.

Tasks 

1. A ghost has hidden twelve Halloween words in the grid. Find them and say what 

they mean in German.

a) _ _ lid _ _

b) c _ _ _ y

c) h _ u _ t _ d

d) _ _ _ tume

e) _ _ mp _ re

f) _ _ oo _

g) s _ _ ll

h) s _ r _ a _

i) _ _ mm _

j) p _ _ _ te

k) k _ _ gh _

l) _ _ oo _ _

H H O L I D A Y D E K U H D D 1. Mumie

2. Blut

3. Pirat

4. gruselig

5. Ritter

6. Feiertag

7. Bonbon

8. Schädel

9. Kostüm

10. Schrei

11. Vampir

12. von Geis-

tern verfolgt

K H I B I P K J F L N O U C M

H C U N T L W E G O I L B A D

A M H U C S P L Z C G J F N H

U J O C T O Z R D X H N Q D V

N I P X S T S L N M T R Z Y C

T O B P H K K T W E R T Z J C

E F U I Z V U U U T R K V K P

D U B R M Z L E V M C I M Y Q

L K M A B Z L E T U E Y U T B

U P D T I O P N H M C W X V L

S C R E A M V G H M O N U R O

K L H J Z U F X Q Y N M Z D O

M I U Z R S A H J Z F B V C D

V A M P I R E V S P O O K Y B

Solution: a) b) c) d) e) f) g) h) i) j) k) l)

2.  Rowley is telling the Haunted House episode. Not everything he says is true. Under-

line his mistakes.

After we had been to Crossland High School haunted house I had the idea of making a 

haunted house of our own in my living room. Of course Greg and I had a lot of fantastic 

ideas, for example a Hall of Screams, an Acid Lake and a Spider Tunnel. 

Then we made up some flyers so that the other kids knew about our plan. Unfortu-

nately that did not leave us much time to put the haunted house together, but at least 

we realized the Hall of Screams and the Acid Lake. 

Then we opened the doors to our haunted house and Manny was the first kid to enter. 

To make a long story short: we really frightened him. And that’s why he wouldn’t crawl 

out from under the bed. My dad came in and that was the end of our haunted house. 

I got grounded1 for that haunted house mess and I’m not allowed to play any video 

games for a week.

Vocabulary:  1 to get grounded: Hausarrest bekommen

Extra task: Can you correct the mistakes? 
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