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British Commonwealth

9/Vocabulary

The British conquerors have been all around the world! Let’s see what you know about it.

1.  Look at the map of the world.

2.  Fill in the names of the continents.

3.  Fill in the names of the oceans.

4.  Write down the names of the former colonies. Use the box for help.

 a)  

 b)  

 c)  

 d)  

 e)  

 f)  

 

East Coast America • India • New Zealand •

Australia • South Africa • Canada

a)

b) c)

d)

e)

f)

I.

II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

1.

2.

3.
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British Commonwealth

9/Vocabulary 

5.  Write down the German meaning of the words. Use a dictionary for help.

 a) ruled:   

 b) multi-racial:  

 c) common:  

 d) established:  

 e) association:  

 f) independent:  

6.  Describe the words in 5 in your own words.
Write short definitions in your exercise book.

7.  Read the article about the Commonwealth of Nations.
Fill in the missing expressions from exercise 5.

 

The Commonwealth of Nations

The Commonwealth is an __________ of 54 na-

tions. Its member countries are spread over six 

continents and oceans from the Americas to Aus-

tralasia, the Caribbean, Europe, Africa and Asia. 

Most of the member countries were once 

__________ by Britain, so English is the 

__________ language. In 1931 Canada, Aus-

tralia, New Zealand and South Africa (all had 

once been ruled by Britain, but were then 

__________) agreed to follow Britain in a club 

called the Commonwealth of Nations. In 1949 

the Commonwealth became “a free association 

of independent nations.”  The modern __________ 

Commonwealth was born. Even though there are 

many different kinds of people, cultures, reli-

gions etc. united in the Commonwealth, they 

work together by sharing skills and knowledge, 

ideas and experience. They also share a great 

sport event, the Commonwealth Games. As the 

competition is between individual sportsmen and 

women, not between countries, these games are 

called the “friendly games”. The Games were 

first __________ in 1930 in Hamilton, Canada. 

Athletics and swimming, rugby sevens, netball 

and lawn bowls are the permanent sports but 

there are also lots of other sports too, cycling, 

tennis, gymnastics, boxing, triathlon and wrest-

ling. The Commonwealth Games take place 

every four years. In 2010 the games took place in 

New Delhi, India, and in 2006 Melbourne, Aus-

tralia was the host of the games. The 2014 games 

were performed in Glasgow, Scotland.
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Solutions: British Commonwealth

9/Vocabulary 

2./3./4.

5. a)  ruled: beherrscht, regiert

 b) multi-racial: vielrassig, Vielvölker ...

 c) common: gebräuchlich

 d) established: eingeführt, begründet

 e) association: Verband, Verein

 f) independent: unabhängig

6. Hier sind verschiedene, individuelle Lösungen möglich. Es ist darauf zu achten, dass das jeweilige 
Wort erklärt wird. Hilfreich sind Erklärungen über subordinate clauses, relative clauses, synonym/
different word for, opposite of etc.

7. 

The Commonwealth of Nations

The Commonwealth is an association of 54 na-
tions. Its member countries are spread over six 
continents and oceans from the Americas to 
Australasia, the Caribbean, Europe, Africa and 
Asia. Most of the member countries were once 
ruled by Britain, so English is the common lan-
guage. In 1931 Canada, Australia, New Zealand 
and South Africa (all had once been ruled by 
Britain, but were then independent) agreed to 
follow Britain in a club called the Common-
wealth of Nations. In 1949 the Commonwealth 
became  “a free association of independent na-
tions.” The modern multi-racial Commonwealth 
was born. Even though there are many different 
kinds of people, cultures, religions etc. united in 

the Commonwealth, they work together by shar-
ing skills and knowledge, ideas and experience. 
They also share a great sport event, the Com-
monwealth Games. As the competition is be-
tween individual sportsmen and women, not be-
tween countries, these games are called the 
“friendly games”. The Games were first estab-

lished in 1930 in Hamilton, Canada. Athletics 
and swimming, rugby sevens, netball and lawn 
bowls are the permanent sports but there are 
also lots of other sports too, cycling, tennis, 
gymnastics, boxing, triathlon and wrestling. 
The Commonwealth Games take place every 
four years. In 2010 the games took place in New 
Delhi, India, and in 2006 Melbourne, Australia 
was the host of the games. The 2014 games were 
performed in Glasgow, Scotland.

India

a)

South
Africa

b)

f)
New

Zealand

c) Australia

d) Canada

e) East
Coast

America

I. North America

II. South America

III. Europe

IV. Africa

V. Asia

VI. Australia

1. Pacific Ocean

2. Atlantic Ocean

3. Indian Ocean
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