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Hello and a very warm welcome to Hörkurs Deutsch. We are delighted that you’ve decided to learn
German with us.
We promise that we will make things as easy and motivating for you as we can. To help us do this
we have created a story featuring four characters to accompany you through the course.

We place the greatest emphasis in this course on listening and speaking. We know you would like to
learn quickly how to communicate properly. You will learn important vocabulary items, simple gram-
mar structures and lots of colloquial expressions. To help you understand the grammar better and
eliminate mistakes we recommend that you refer to the accompanying booklet with the grammar
explanations. There are appropriate instructions on the audio-CD. 

The booklet provides the following:
‣ Tips and instructions on how to use the course
‣ List of contents
‣ List of track numbers for the CD
‣ For each lesson: the texts, vocabulary and phrases with their English translations, grammar sum-

maries and explanations, language tips, background information
‣ German-English Wordlist

Now have fun and enjoy yourself. And one final tip: don’t listen to people who claim German is a
difficult language to learn. We’ll soon show you that the opposite is true!
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Course structure

The course consists of 15 lessons. The texts in each lesson form part of a continuing story that takes
place in everyday situations. Most texts are dialogues, but there are, for example, also emails that
are read out loud. All the words and grammar correspond with Level A1 of the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEF). 
Each lesson contains 10 steps (= CD-Tracks) that all have the same format.

Step 1: The first exercise is designed to get you started. You learn ways of greeting people
and the key words from the lesson.

Step 2: Here you are told what the lesson is about. You hear the most important words and
phrases in German and in English so you are prepared for the text to follow.

Step 3: You hear the text. If at first you don’t understand everything, don’t worry. At the start
it’s enough if you know what the text is about. Listen to it two or three times. And if
you want to know exactly what was said, you can read the translation in the
accompanying booklet.

Step 4: This a very important step. You hear the text once more, this time with pauses for you
to repeat the sentences. Repeat this step several times over. You will discover that
you will understand more and more each time you listen and at the same time
improve your pronunciation and intonation. Talk out loud and don’t be afraid of
imitating the speakers.

Steps 5-7: Here you can focus on your pronunciation. Starting with sounds, the alphabet and
then moving on to words, phrases and sentences. 

Step 8: Here you practise the grammatical structure first presented in the text. You hear the
correct version immediately afterwards. If it doesn’t work out first time round, do the
exercise again. Fortunately it’s very easy to do with the CD. You can of course prepare
for the exercise by reading the explanations in the accompanying booklet. A grammar
summary is difficult to explain in words, so it’s easier and more effective if you try to
remember it in the form of a table.

Step 9: This is a step that will ensure your progress. You hear important words and phrases in
German and with their English translation, so you can begin to use them yourself
immediately.

Step 10: This last step brings in a little variety to the learning process. In each lesson you are
given background information on life in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 
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Learning tips

‣ Learning on your own offers numerous possibilities. You can repeat the texts and exercises as
often as you wish. You can look up the words at your leisure and learn them at your own speed.
And if you can’t remember how a word is pronounced, you can listen to the corresponding text
again and again.

‣ Make a plan. Work out how long you’ll need to do the course if you complete two to three
lessons every day or every couple of days. Divide each lesson into three to four sections because
it is better to practise at frequent intervals rather than try to do everything in one day.

‣ Very important: work through the course in chronological order. It was designed to be easier at
the beginning and gradually get more difficult. It doesn’t allow you to leave a lesson out.

We wish you every success and hope you enjoy our Hueber Hörkurs. You’ll soon see that German is
not as difficult as you may have imagined!

The author and publisher
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Contents

Lesson 1 Guten Tag or Hallo! – Hello and Hi!

Functions: Greetings and introductions
Grammar: Conjugation of the verb sein, the alphabet, the „Umlaut”
Background information: Greetings in Germany, Austria ans Switzerland

Lesson 2 Woher kommen Sie? – Where do you come from?

Functions: Asking where someone comes from
Grammar: Present tense of verbs
Background information: Towns and cities in the German-speaking countries

Lesson 3 Im Hotel – In a hotel

Functions: Asking questions (name, where you come from, where you live)
Grammar: Numbers, names of countries 
Background information: Foreigners

Lesson 4 Smalltalk – Small talk

Functions: Asking how someone is, Small talk: travel and eeather
Grammar: The article and nouns, personal pronouns, Yes/No-questions, negative

statements with nicht
Background information: The weather

Lesson 5 Wie lange fahren wir denn? – How long will it take us?

Functions: Saying thank you, colloquial expressions
Grammar: Special verb forms, haben, plural nouns
Background information: Germany’s neighbouring countries

Lesson 6 Wer ist Claudia? Wer ist Robert? – Who is ...?

Functions: Asking about places and countries, personal questions
Grammar: W-questions, numbers
Background information: Neuschwanstein Castle
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Lesson 7 Entschuldigung! – Sorry!

Functions: Apologizing, asking what someone would like
Grammar: Definite and indefinite articles, verbs that change the vowel, möchten,

können
Background information: Drinking coffee in Germany, Austria and Switzerland

Lesson 8 Zu Hause – At home

Functions: Agreeing / Disagreeing, colloquial expressions
Grammar: Perfect tense with haben and sein, verbs that change the vowel
Background information: Proverbs and sayings

Lesson 9 Die Wohnung ist schön – The flat is nice

Functions: Describing a flat, apartment or house
Grammar: Perfect tense, nominative and accusative cases of the article, adjectives
Background information: Lucky charms and symbols

Lesson 10 Viel Verkehr! – A lot of traffic!

Functions: Asking the time, taking a taxi
Grammark: Plurals, time
Background information: European capitals

Lesson 11 Die Firmenbesichtigung, Teil 1 – Guided tour of the company, Part 1

Functions: Inviting someone
Grammar: ein/kein, nominative and accusative cases
Background information: Shaking hands

Lesson 12 Die Firmenbesichtigung, Teil 2 – Guided tour of the company, Part 2

Functions: Asking how someone is/is feeling
Grammar: Word order
Background information: Punctuality
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Lesson 13 Das Frühstück – Breakfast

Functions: Likes and dislikes
Grammar: mögen, possessive article mein/dein
Background information: Family names

Lesson 14 Wir besuchen meine Familie – We’re visiting my family

Functions: Asking someone to say something
Grammar: Simple past tense of sein and haben, personal pronouns in the accusative

case
Background information: Favourite meals

Lesson 15 Eine Mail von Robert – An email from Robert

Functions: Forms of salutation in a personal email
Grammar: The possessive form (genitive) of proper names, female forms of jobs and

vocations
Background information: Dream jobs
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Lesson 1 Guten Tag oder Hallo! – Hello and Hi!

1. Lesson content

Introduction

Exercise: Greetings

Vocabulary: German and English

Listen to the text

Listen and repeat

Pronunciation 1: The Alphabet

Pronunciation 2: Special sounds

Exercise: sein

Vocabulary test

Background information: Guten Tag, Servus, Grüezi

2. Words and sentences

Here you’ll find all the new vocabulary from the lesson. See also the wordlist in the
appendix.

Guten Tag. Hello / Good morning/afternoon.
Sind Sie Herr Heinrich? Are you Mr Heinrich?
Ja, das bin ich. Yes, I am.
ich bin I am
Mein Name ist Bruckner. My name is Bruckner.
Frau Bruckner Mrs Bruckner
Guten Tag, Frau Bruckner. Hello, Frau Bruckner.
Herzlich willkommen. Welcome.

Hallo, Rob/Claudia. Hi, Rob/Claudia.
Wie geht’s dir/Ihnen? How are you? (informal/formal)
Danke, gut. Fine, thanks.

Lesson 1 9
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3. Dialogues

While reading the text here, it would be a good idea to listen to the CD once again, too. Or
even better: read the text out loud while you’re listening.

Das sind Jürgen Heinrich, Chris Bruckner, Robert und Claudia.

Jürgen Heinrich Chris Bruckner Robert Klein Claudia Bergmann

Guten Tag. Sind Sie Herr Heinrich? Ja, das bin ich.
Mein Name ist Bruckner, Chris Bruckner. Guten Tag, Frau Bruckner. 
Herzlich willkommen

Hallo, Rob. Hallo, Claudia.
Wie geht’s dir? Danke, gut

4. Grammar

Now we’re going to practise some grammar (grammar = Grammatik; exercises = Übungen).
As you do so, you’ll also be extending your vocabulary.

sein (be): Sie sind – du bist (both: you are)

sein is a very important verb that occurs very frequently. Its forms are irregular. You need to
learn them all by heart.

10 Lesson 1

Sie/Sie du/ihr

Singular
Sind Sie aus …? 
(= Herr Heinrich)

Bist du aus …?
(= Robert)

Plural
Sind Sie aus …?
(= Herr und Frau Heinrich)

Seid ihr aus …?
(= Robert und Claudia)

Singular 1. Person ich bin

2. Person du bist aus München, 

3. Person er/sie ist Berlin,

Plural 1. Person wir sind Köln,

2. Person ihr seid Stuttgart …

3. Person sie/Sie sind

aus München, Berlin,

Köln, Stuttgart …
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5. Language tips

These tips will help you to express yourself fluently and correctly.

Sie or du?
When you address someone else you use Sie or du.
People use du when talking to relatives or friends, or when students are talking among
themselves. Sometimes people who work together use it, too, but only in work-places where
this is the normal thing to do. Sie is the polite and non-intrusive form of address and is the
correct one to use in all other cases.

Ich heiße …
The expression Mein Name ist .. is very formal. Only use it with your surname: Mein Name ist
Bruckner. The more common and informal expression is Ich heiße. Ich heiße Chris Bruckner.

6. Background information: Guten Tag, Servus, Grüezi

Here’s a summary of how people greet each other and say goodbye in Northern and
Southern Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Of course there are many more regional forms.
But these can be heard most frequently.

Germany (1, 2)
Guten Tag / Hallo (1)
Grüß Gott / Griaß di (2)
Servus (2)
Auf Wiedersehen / Tschüs (1)
Pfiat di (2)

Austria (3)
Grüß Gott 
Auf Wiederschaun 
Baba 

Switzerland (4)
Grüezi 
Uf Widerluege 
Salut 

Lesson 1 11
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