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Preface

Many people keep disriés and write down everything in detail or simply make
notes. Throughout the years | have mmde a list of the muin events in my life and [
have not bothered 1o keep a diary, However, while | was living amd teaching in
London, | started to write descriptions of people | encountered or observid arcund
me of when [ was on holiday. Thess observamons have given me food for thought,

There are vanous ways of studying tiese observations. One could simply tske
cach description separaely, concanrating on reading and pronounciation practice,
WO 1 cpelsnions, using one's owh words and improving e use of
wvocubulary for discussion, Fomesor, i one willils m practise writingz in ong’s own
words, one coukl answer the questions Bt before ol work = done. Geamimar,
such a5 the use of wenses, adjectives and adverbs, prepositions and phrasal verbs
coutd D2 ingroducad or rovised Dy usatg i examples in e descriptions,

IF one prefers 10 work o g project, then sarious obseevations could be used to i
in with & cenain topic. One coukl choose, for example, revelling on public
transpott, jobs, school education in England, Bolidays, religion, lifestyles or social
problems, Fashion, serange of wiesual people, Africa, human behaviour or people
fron other countrics could also be dealt with.

These are just a fow idess and | do hope everyone will be inspired to write their
ol OOSErvEtions,
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People on the Underground

Tooting Bec to Tottenham Court Road,

Baiham to Baker Streel.

Fulham Broadway ta Finsbury Park,

Piccadilly to Paddington,

Heathrow to Harrow:,

Travelling by London Underground is fascinating.
People. people, people in the underground.

People in rush hours, people in off-peak periods.
People sitting in a row oppasite you.

People, all so different, all so fascinating.

Faces, expressions, fFashions that cannot be captured
in a flecting moment.

A camera would only change evervthing

and people would put artificial smiles on their faces,

Therefore only the memory remains and lingers on.

T Comprehension and Discussion:

1. Why is mravelling by Lendon Lindergrosnd so fascinating?

1

Why is it diffcult 10 photograph people in the Undergroand?
3. Do oyou lnve any Contsct bO peopl e you see an the bus oF train?
4. 1F you vwanted 10 stan o conversmion witl o person, Dow woukd youn g alout ie?

3. Howr do people pass their travelling-time?
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The Occupants of 124 Streathbourne Road

Mr. Saunders was my landlord

and | lived on the tirst floor.

The house was full of music

which vou heard now and again at the from door.
There was the sound of jazz on the first floor.

| put on mv record plaver and listened to jarz.

Mr. Saunders put his radio on and conducted classics,
Marjorie put Flamencoe on and danced for her cals.
The house was full of music.

Every time [ had visitors. we heard Mr. Saunders concert.
Every time [ had visitors, Marjoric danced for us,
Now living in Diisseldorf, my friends ask me:

“Do you remember that mad house™™

T Comprehension and Discussion:

I Why could 124 Sirgnthbourne Road be described as a lively house?

-2

15 it annoying to hear sk comling frem wnother Aat?
3. What role does music play in your Hfe?
4. Whal ctfocts can music have on people?

5, Isopera dying cut? Gise ressons
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Mr. Saunders

Mr. Saunders was my landlord

and had some rather strange habits,

When it came to making tea,

he would boil some milk in a saucepan.

add tea leaves to it place the tea strainer

over his mug and pour the milky lea into it

Having drunk that milky tea, he would proceed

into his sitting room, put on his classical music programme
on his radio and stand there and conduct i

His door was left open, so his tenants knew he was

concentrating on his overture and didn’t want to be disturbed.

Mr. Saunders had some really strange habits.

= Comprehension and Discussion:

1. Why wis Mr Saunders 4 sacange per=on’?
2. Isit & pocd ides to live in g bouse wiiers the landlond o lendlady lives?

3, Do peaple, living in bigh-rise baildings, get to know cach ather?
4, Would you like 1o live in a flat or 4 house?

5. 1F you livexd on your Ok i 8 eermied fat, when Costs woukd you Ditv e every (norely!

?eerﬁzﬂerk PRr— zur Vollversion


https://www.netzwerk-lernen.de/People-Observations

Wharptlyr Mmoo ke Mool Einervanam

Marjorie

Marjoric was Mr. Saunders’ nicce and lived

al the top of the house,

She was over fifty and had spent many years in Spaimn
doing Flamenco dancing at a Spanizsh night club.
Clickety-¢lick, how the yvears had passed,
Clickety-click, she was back m London.
Clickety-click, she wanted to forget her arthntis.
Her five cats enjoved the Flamenco music.

We enjoyed the Flamenco music every day.

She always played her castanets.

Clickety-click. At seven o'clock in the morning,
she went down to get the milk bottles,
Clickety-click. At eight o’clock she went down
to see if the postman had been there.

Clickety-click was her grecting and she danced her life away.

& Comprehension and Discussion:

1. Why could Marjerse be described as Deing eocomric?

2. Whst wre the sdvantages amd disadvergapos of havine relsives living in ihe
same howse’?

3. Would you like 1o live on the sround floor or at the top of & house?
4. Wiy do young people watt 10 leave home & sooi as possibla?

5 What ko you thank of oo eversliny sall livane willvibes inothe?
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Miss Hartwell

Miss Hartwell was the mathematics tcacher for our
first year at grammar school,

She was tall, hearty and horsey.

She had a big mouth and a fine sct of teeth,

She talked a lot and spat a lot.

Those sifting in the front row would have liked

to put up their umbrellas.

When she came round to help vou, she sat on half
of yvour chair and you had to leam 1o balance,

She was tall, hearty and horsey.

She was a good teacher and we all got good marks.

& Comprehension and Discussion:

I, Why wias Miss Harvwell a bit strange?

= Whit were her positive posnis?

X, Comald woas desoribe o teaclier of your last schood?
4. Do teachers have an casy time at schwol?

5. What makes a good teacher?
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Patrick

Patrick was full of mischicf.

He came beaming into the classroom,

He was going lo have fun. We were going to have fun.

He was beaming, his eyes were twinkling.

You couldn’t help liking him,

even if he disturbed the lesson now and again.

lokingly I told him, “Y ou know where the looney bin 157

“Thats a pgood word”, he said. “Just the right name for my
skateboard”.

A week later, he brought his skateboard to school and showed us his
“looncy bin" painted on it proudly.

We had a lesson on skateboards, He beamed and his eves twinkled.
He promised he was going to learn more English at home.

“0Oh yes”, 1 smd, "and what about your skateboard?”

7= Comprehension and Discussion:

1. What kimd of pupil was Panck?

b=

What &= & kooney binand Ik is it called today?

prr ]

Are skateboards sall popular?
4, Whach poxes are judesd i skateboard competitions?

5. Shouk] noomal leakth insursices Cover shoaeboard injuis?
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Mark m m

Mark had blonde hair, blue eyves and was bashful.

At the age of cleven, he worried a lot,

That was due to the fact he was cpileptic.

Luckily. he didn’t have any {its in my lessons and always old me not
b0 WOTTY.

Mark worried a lot. i i | |" { r \

He was more mature than the other pupils.
He went out at certain limes to inject himself.
He told us not to worry. Mark was brave and helpful.

He loved cleaning the blackboard, looking after the nature table,
feeding the goldfish and watering the plants.

He even took two mice in a cage home with him when Trevor
couldn’t find a place for them during the holidays.

Mark did everything so seriously and always told us not 1o worry.

e Comprehension and Discussion:

l. Why did Mark worry a lot at e see of eleven?
2. Howar did be behave at school?

3, What do you know sbout sciwols in Englamd?
4, Whist are the sdvantiges and disodvantaees of having @ school wiifore?

5. vhehwool days wre the Dest days of your life!™ Cormemant c this,
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Denis the Menace

Drenis was a menace.
Blonde, blue ¢yes and skinny.

He sat next to Ebenezer who was dark-skinned, had dark brown eves

and curly hair.

His parents came from Trinidad, but he was bom in London,
Denis was a menace. He couldn 't sat stll,

Ebenczer couldn’t sit still either.

Both loved sport and were not intercsted in reading. writing and
arithmetic,

Being cleven years old they were repeatedly told how imporiant it was
tor the future.

Then they were given the jobs of being class joumalists and sport
reporters,

They even got an extra game of rounders for their efforts in-getting

something together.

& Comprehension and Discussion:

1. What &= & moenace?

2. How can you deal with a menace?

3. Howe did Denis and EReneser get on @ schosi™
4. Why do some pupils have protdems in lesming?
5. What is the kieall number of pupils in a class?
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